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5 MAY 2015, 6 P. M.

SLAVS AND TATARS

“Contemporary Art and
Engagement with Islamic
and Socialist Legacies”

WENDY SHAW
Wendy M. K. Shaw works at the intersection of modernity, colonialism, postcoloniality, philosophy,
and art in the Islamic world through museums, art
historiography, archaeology, religion, film, photography and contemporary artistic production. Her
work features a regional emphasis on the Ottoman
Empire and the Republic of Turkey within comparative perspectives with other regions of the global
south and Islamic majority cultural legacies. She is
Professor of Art History of Islamic Cultures at Freie
Universität Berlin.

Slavs and Tatars is a faction of polemics and intimacies devoted to an area east of the former Berlin
Wall and west of the Great Wall of China, a region
known as Eurasia. The collective’s work spans several
media, disciplines, and a broad spectrum of cultural
registers (high and low) focusing on an oft-forgotten
sphere of influence involving Slavs, Caucasians, and
central Asians. They have exhibited in major institutions across the Middle East, Europe and North America, including the Tate Modern, the Centre Pompidou,
and the 10th Sharjah, 8th Berlin, 3rd Thessaloniki, and
9th Gwangju Biennials.

26 MAY 2015, 6 P. M.

LADAN AKBARNIA

“Islamic Art History in
Museums of the Future”
Ladan Akbarnia is the Farjam Curator for the Islamic
collections at the British Museum and a specialist on
the art of medieval Iran and Central Asia. Her research
projects and interests include cross-cultural transmissions between Iran and the Far East; Persianate
drawings; the relationship between oral tradition and
visual culture; and contemporary Middle Eastern art.
She is currently working on a catalogue of Persianate
drawings at the British Museum and preparing research for an exhibition on storytelling entitled Tales
to while away the night: picturing stories in Iran and
India. Before coming to the Museum in 2010, she was
Hagop Kevorkian Associate Curator of Islamic Art at
the Brooklyn Museum. She received her Ph.D. from
Harvard University.

7 JULY 2015, 6 P. M.

CHRISTIANE GRUBER

“Our Image-Worlds of
Today: Some EuropeanIslamic Encounters”

Christiane Gruber is Associate Professor of Islamic Art and Director of Graduate Studies in the
Department of Art History at the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor. Her primary field of research
is Islamic book arts, paintings of the Prophet Muhammad, and Islamic ascension texts and images,
about which she has written two books and edited
a volume of articles. She also pursues research in
Islamic book arts and codicology. Her third field of
specialization is modern Islamic visual culture and
post-revolutionary Iranian visual and material culture, about which she has written several articles.

