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Call for A pplications

Across Africa, Christians and Muslims co-exist in shared settings, defining
themselves in distinction to each other and at times engaging in heavy, violent
conflicts, but also being entangled in complicated ways and showing unexpected
similarities. In current scholarly research on religion in Africa, the study of
Christianity and the study of Islam are thriving, but alas so far these study fields exist
more or less independently from each other. This trend is to some extent further
enhanced by the recent deployment of distinct anthropologies devoted to separate
religious traditions. Scholars with expertise regarding either Christianity or Islam
barely engage in conversations with each other. And yet, the long history of
encounters between Muslims and Christians — involving a complicated dynamic of
becoming similar and asserting difference, of approach and detachment — calls for an
encompassing conceptual framework that is devoted to draw out similarities,
differences and entanglements. There is need for a broader conceptual umbrella,
which entails a comparative orientation, a concern to synthesize the domains of text
and doctrine and everyday religious practice, and a combination of historical and
ethnographic research. This calls for a multidisciplinary collaboration among scholars
from history, religious studies, anthropology, Islamic Studies and the study of world
Christianity. Building upon a number of recent scholarly works," it is the central aim

1 E.g. Akinleye, A., Janson, M. (2014) The Spiritual Highway: Religious World Making in Mega-city
Lagos. Catalogue. London: Brunei Gallery; Deacon, G., Hassan, M., Justin, W. (fc 2016) Preaching
Politics: Islam and Christianity on the Kenya Coast, Journal of Contemporary African Studies; Dilger,
H., Schulz, D. (eds) (2013) The Politics of Religious Schooling: Christian and Muslim Engagements
with Education in Africa. Special issue. Journal of Religion in Africa 43(2); Frederiks, M. T. (2009)
Methodists and Muslims in the Gambia. Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations 20(1): 61-72; Hassan,
M. and Justin, W (fc 2016) Islam and Democracy, Debating Electoral Involvement on the Kenyan
Coast” forthcoming in Islamic Africa, vol. 7; Janson, M, Meyer, B (eds) Muslims and Christians in
Africa(fc in August 2016), special section of Africa; Larkin, B. and Meyer, B. (2006) Pentecostalism,
Islam and culture: new religious movements in West Africa, in E. K. Akyeampong (ed.), Themes in
West African History. Oxford: James Currey; Loimeier, R. (2005) Is there Something Like “Protestant
Islam?”Die Welt des Islams 45 (2): 216-54; Peel, J.Y.D. (2015) Christianity, Islam, and Orisa-
Religion: Three Traditions in Comparison and Interaction. Berkeley: University of California Press;
Soares, B. F. (ed.) (2006) Muslim-Christian Encounters in Africa. Leiden: Brill. See also the research
project Knowing each other: Everyday religious encounters, social identities and tolerance in



of this summer school to further the development of a conceptual framework for the
study of Christianity and Islam in multi-religious settings in Africa, and beyond. We
seek to do so by synthesizing conceptual reflection on comparison and comparability
in regard to multi-religious settings with detailed historical and ethnographic studies
that focus on concrete encounters and interactions among Christians and Muslims in
such settings, which also include other religious traditions (e.g. Hinduism, Buddhism,
and so-called traditional religion).

This summer school is an initiative of the project Habitats and Habitus. Politics and
Aesthetics of Religious World-Making hosted at the ZMO, which seeks to further the
development of comparative approaches to the study of Christians and Muslims in
Africa, especially in urban multi-religious settings, and beyond.? We would like to
invite 20 junior scholars — advanced PhD students and postdocs — whose research
focuses on Muslims and Christians in Africa or who study either Muslims or
Christians and feel the need to situate their research against a broader comparative
horizon.? During the summer school, all invited PhD students and postdocs will be
expected to present their work and there will be ample formal and informal
opportunities to get feedback and engage in discussions. Every day, there will be
lectures by senior scholars and thematic panels. Themes addressed will include the
question of comparison and comparability in a setting of religious diversity; a critical
review of terms denoting religious mixing (from syncretism to assemblage); the
articulation of both religions in the public domain; practices of piety in everyday life;
convergences and differences regarding attitudes to health, education, and the state;
conflict and violence, interfaith dialogue and peace initiatives. The summer school
will last for one week, and be held in the premises of the ZMO. We will able to
(partly) fund travel costs and accommodation.

Persons interested to attend are required tsend a letter of motivation, a cya
writing sample (for instance a chapter of their dissertation or an articleand an
abstract of the paperthey intend to present The deadline is 15 February2016
Applicants will be notified by 1 March. Please send youapplication to Birgit
Meyer (b.meyer@zmo.dé.
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Made possible thanks to the support of Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, Bayreuth
International Graduate School of African Studies (BIGSAS), Berlin Graduate School Muslim
Cultures and Societies (BGSMCS), Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies, Utrecht

University, and the Zentrum Moderner Orient (ZMO).

southwest Nigeria chaired by Insa Nolte:
http://lwww.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/historycultures/departments/dasa/research/knowing/project.aspx
? Directed by Birgit Meyer, the project involves two PhD students, Murtala Ibrahim and Hanna Nieber,
who study Muslim-Christian encounters in Abuja, Nigeria and Zanzibar, Tanzania. They are part of the
graduate program of the Berlin Graduate School Muslim Cultures and Societies (BGSMCS). The
project (hosted at the ZMO between 2012 and 2017 and taking place in collaboration with Utrecht
University) is funded by the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation in the framework of the Anneliese
Maier Research Award. For more information see:

https://www.zmo.de/forschung/projekte_2008 2013/Habitats Habitus_e.html

¥ We are able to fund travel costs and stay for a limited number of participants. Participants in graduate
programs are encouraged to investigate possibilities of receiving (partial) funds from their own
institutions.




